
Mayor Durkan: Stop plans to evict Northlake Tiny House 
Village residents in the middle of winter! 
 
Thursday, Dec. 5, 2019 
  
Mayor Durkan: 
  
We are united in calling on you to immediately stop your plans to close the Northlake Tiny House 
Village this month, and instead pledge to permit and support the village staying at least through 
March 2020. 
  
The crisis around this tiny house village, which currently is home to 23 of our neighbors, has been 
artificially instigated by the City of Seattle Human Services Department, which like all City departments 
reports to your administration. In late October, Human Services notified the village that the department 
would stop leasing the property from another City department (Seattle City Light) on December 31. 
  
As you well know, the practical effect of this decision will be to push people who are at present in tiny 
houses, with heat to protect them from the cold, access to a kitchen and washrooms, and who are 
part of a supportive community, onto the street in the dead of winter. 
  
This is cruel and inhumane. 
  
To explain the decision to close the village and evict the residents, Human Services executives and your 
administration have pointed to the ongoing disagreements between the Low Income Housing Institute, 
which is contracted to operate the village, and Nickelsville, whose members have been running the 
village for some time now. There is broad acknowledgement that the relationship is fraught, and that 
the differences need to be addressed in a mutually agreeable process - an approach most City 
Councilmembers and dozens of organizations and individuals have endorsed. So we find it troubling that 
your administration is using this as a justification for the City punishing our homeless neighbors by 
evicting them from their homes in the winter. 
 
The timing of your decision also contrasts with the recent statistical data revealing tiny house villages 
with proper support to be successful in transitions to housing. Your decision also stands apart from the 
unanimous decision by the City Council last month, in response to the People’s Budget campaign, to 
expand the funding for tiny house villages by $2 million. Furthermore, the incoming Council is set to 
consider Councilmember Sawant’s legislation to update land use code to allow much more flexible siting 
of tiny house villages,  
  
The only proper solution is to extend the current arrangement at Northlake for at least three months, 
allow the residents to have winter protection, and to give all parties the opportunity to resolve issues, 
and develop a long-term plan for this village and for its residents. 
  
We are particularly appalled that you are moving to close Northlake Village in the wake of a historic 
election, where Seattle voters overwhelmingly rejected Chamber-bankrolled candidates who wanted to 
“get tough” on people experiencing homelessness, in favor of progressive candidates who supported 
expanding social services and building more affordable housing. 



  
Tonight, in this extraordinarily wealthy city of ours, thousands of people will shiver in the cold, be 
forced to sleep in cars, ride public transit, or gather in overcrowded shelters. The housing 
unaffordability and homelessness crisis has worsened because rents are out of control and because 
some of the world’s richest corporations escape any responsibility to pay their fair share of the city’s 
taxes so we can build affordable housing. 
 
This is a moral shame. By closing Northlake Village later this month, you are exacerbating the human 
crisis. 
 
That is why we call on you to immediately and publicly declare that the City will not evict the Northlake 
Tiny House Village residents this month, and will permit the village to stay at least through March 2020. 
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